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Book Notices. 413 

THE DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS PUNISHMENT.* 



This work consists of three chapters: (1) The History of the Doctrine ; (2) 
The Biblical Argument ; (3) The Eational Argument. The first is very brief- 
only twelve pages. It is in the biblical argument that Prof. Shedd is particularly 
strong. Here in his appeal to the statements of Christ, which are the stronghold 
of this doctrine, he must be regarded as unanswerable. We cannot, however, 
follow him in all of his line of biblical argument. We note only that relating to 
the Old Testament. He rejects the interpretation of Sheol given by the Old Tes- 
tament Eevisers, who assert " that it signifies the abode of the departed spirits, 
and corresponds to the Greek Hades or the underworld." Prof. Shedd regards it, 
when mentioned in connection with the wicked, to denote the place of future 
retribution, i. e., of torment, corresponding to our notion of hell ; and when men- 
tioned in connection with the righteous, to denote simply the grave. His argu- 
ment for his first point is that Sheol is often used in connection with divine judg- 
ment against the wicked, and hence must be the place of future retribution, 
where the wrath of God falls upon the transgressor. We admit this, that in 
Sheol is such a place. That Sheol, like death, was of unwelcome significance ; but 
to limit it to this, to make only hell of it in some instances, and then to call it the 
grave in others, strikes us as arbitrary and forced, and is not borne out by a candid 
study of Scripture. Dr. Shedd indeed anticipates such an objection to his view, 
and endeavors to meet it by saying, " an interpretation must not be put upon a 
term of Scripture that will destroy the symmetry of doctrine." This, then, is the 
key to his exegesis. Having framed a symmetrical doctrine, Scripture must be 
interpreted in accordance with it. This, of course, vitiates his entire exegetical 
process, and gives place to the special pleading : " The proof that Sheol does not 
signify hell would, virtually, be the proof that the doctrine of hell is not contained 
in the Old Testament; and this would imperil the doctrine of final judgment. 
Universalism receives strong support from all versions and commentaries which 
take the idea of retribution out of the term Sheol." We do not like this. Scrip- 
ture must first of all be fairly interpreted. It is better that doctrine should not 
be perfectly symmetrical ; that the system should have some jagged edges, than 
violence be done to the Word. Piat justitia, ruat coelum. 

We find that Sheol has in the Old Testament no narrow, fixed meaning, fur- 
ther than the place of the dead. Like death it was full of gloom, like death it 
might denote future retribution, like death it was the universal destiny of all. 
From its terrors some of the righteous by faith expected to be delivered. This is 
our view : Not that whenever it was mentioned it meant by clear cut distinction 
either a place of retributive torment, or the grave, the simple resting place of the 
body. Hell is not its proper translation, for from the Old Testament point of view 
the sense of Sheol is not that of a place of endless punishment. 

We cannot follow Prof. Shedd either in all his rational aigument. One point 
Which he makes is that " endless punishment is rational because sin is an infinite 
evil ; infinite, not because committed by an infinite being, but against one." We 
reject this notion. This work, however, as a whole, is probably the ablest trea- 
tise which has recently appeared upon this most awful theme. 



* The Doctbinb of Endless Punishment. By William G. T. Shedd, D. D., Roosevelt Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology in Union Theological Seminary, New York: New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1886. Chicago: A. C. MeClurg & Co. Pp. 163. 



